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House of Lords and of the plantations council,
and, as we are told. Lord Privy Seal, a position
that would be of direct service in expediting the
issue of a charter. Winthrop had personal quali-
ties, also, that made for success. He was a
university man, had made the grand tour of the
Continent, and was familiar with official traditions
and the ways of the court. Soon after his arrival
in England, he became a member of the Royal
Society and served on several of its committees,
and thus had an opportunity of making friends
and of showing his interest in other things than
theology. If Cotton Mather was rightly informed,
Winthrop was accorded a personal interview with
Charles II and presented the King with a ring
which Charles I, as Prince of Wales, had given
his grandfather, Adam Winthrop.

Winthrop made good use of a good cause. Con-
necticut had behaved herself well and had incurred
no ill-will. She had had no dealings with the Crom-
wellian Government, had dutifully proclaimed the
King, had been discreet in her attitude toward
Whalley and Goffe, the regicides who had fled to
New England, and had aroused no resentment
against herself among her neighbors. With pro-
ceedings once begun, the securing of the charter